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MONTANA VS. Montana State
The Kaimin is the daily student newspaper at the University o f Montana K ickoff 12:05 PMSaturday, November 23, 2002
The original, complete guide to Grizzly athletics
Seniors Neill and Staninger 
on the plight and purpose 
of backing up the ’back
Lido Vizzutti/GDK
Idle hands
2 GameDay Kaimln, Saturday, November 23, 2002
Backup quater- 
backs Brandon 
Neill, left, and 
Brett Staninger 
greet Griz 
teammates as 
they crowd the 
Washington 
Grizzly 
Stadium side­
line before their 
game with 
Sacramento 
State. The Griz 
went on to 
defeat Sac.
State 31-24 on 
Nov. 9.
It ’s  intense  c o m p e tit io n , everybody  wants to  play b u t  at t h e  same  t im e , in a s e n s e , w e ’r e  all  trying  to  do  the
SAME THING. WE ALL WANT THE SAME GOAL TO GET ACCOMPLISHED: TO WIN.”
—  Brett Staninger , sen io r  backup  q uarterback
MX T X  ost people don’t know that Brett Staninger can throw a football out of 
Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
But John Edwards knows.
So does Brandon Neill.
Both have had to chase their footballs after Brett stole them and launched them out 
of range.
It’s a game during practice, that the quarterbacks have turned into what Brandon 
Neill calls a “cutthroat business.”
Each quarterback gets a ball at the start o f practice. Each is responsible for their ball 
and must return it at the end o f the day. So, when 
one o f them steals another’s, he tries to throw it as 
far as he can, laughing while his teammate is forced 
to hike the stands and find the ball.
The football soars, twisting a straight line through 
the air, over the seats that hold the fans who would­
n’t probably recognize Brett on or off the field. It flies 
over the cannon, which has never boomed after one of 
this quarterback’s touchdowns.
It goes by the press box that houses the reporters 
who have never interviewed him and ...
out,
out,
out.
Brett’s throw spirals over the wall of the south end- 
zone and the team watches as the starting quarter­
back walks up the stadium stairs to retrieve his ball.
The boy has an arm, more like a cannon. He 
always has. But, like most backup quarterbacks, like 
teammate Brandon Neill, he has an arm that doesn’t 
get him the glory that the starting quarterbacks get.
Behind every great quarterback there are at least three or four other great quarter­
backs. It’s just the way football goes, and the way a good football team works.
“It’s like a family having a great insurance policy,” says Grizzly head coach Joe 
Glenn. “You know if something goes down wrong that you are in good shape and you can 
make the best of a bad situation.”
Starting quarterback John Edwards would have to agree, even though Brett was the 
one to make him walk the stadium steps to retrieve his ball.
“You can’t have a championship team, or a team who can repeat for a championship 
if you don’t have two guys that are capable ... and can be big enough guys and set your 
egos aside to understand what is best for the team,” Edwards says.
Brandon Neill pulls back to launch a pass during warmups before the 
University of Montana's last home game against Sacramento State.
The waiting game
As seniors, Brandon and Brett are both ready to say goodbye to Grizzly football. But 
unlike the other quarterbacks, they’re waving from the sidelines.
“We did some calculating the other day and figured we watched and spectated well 
over 100,000 plays in five years,” Brandon says. “I’ve actually played in probably less 
than 500.”
Brett says he will have played in fewer than 400 at the end o f his collegiate career.
The two joke that i f  anyone has time to do the math, it’s them.
“We do have some spare time on our hands when we’re not in the game quite so 
much,” Brandon says with a laugh.
It’s the little things — like launching each other’s 
footballs into the stands, or figuring out how many 
snaps they’d taken in five years — that makes the 
waiting bearable while other things are what make 
the five years worth every minute.
One o f those things is the fact that even as thick 
as the competition is among a flock o f quarterbacks 
I at Montana, there is only one thing that separates A 
quarterback from THE quarterback: Time.
“The quarterback position is a position of intense 
competition but at the same time it has to be a posi­
tion where you have to be the most (like a) family 
than any other position,” Brett says. “I f we call time 
out and John is out on the field and he comes to the 
sideline ... Brandon and I are seeing things on the 
field and he asks us what we’re seeing and we’re just 
trying to help us win the game.”
On the Grizzly practice field, there is no distinc­
tion between guts and glory. Brett is a prime example.
„ _  KHe doesn’t get any money for it, so he’s here on his
own, ran on says. “He does the same amount of film study, he goes to practice the 
srnne amount, e pays attention to all the plays. He knows his chances o f playing are 
absolutely mammal and he still does all the work.
“John gets a lot o f credit, I get a lot o f credit sometimes but this guy probably 
deserves more than both of us,” Brandon continued. “John plays every week. I play, not 
a ton, but I definitely get some reps. He really doesn’t get that many (snaps) but he does 
e same amoun o wor we do, but without any of the glory, without any o f the recog­
nition, any of the accolades, he gets none o f that”
about the team guy, Edwards says. “That’s him. He’s the most loyal guy I’ve ever met. J
Idle hands
S t o r y  b y  C o u r t n e y  Lo w e r y  P h o t o s  by  L id o  V izzu tti
Sweet sixteen and counting 3
Grizzly wide receiver Jefferson Heidelberger leans way back to catch a pass launched by John 
Edwards during the University o f Montana's 31-24 win over Sacramento State on Nov. 9.
Bryan Haines 
GameDay Kaimin
After a 2-4 start and a mid-season 
switch at quarterback from a tested senior 
to a true freshman, Montana State head 
coach Mike Kramer almost can’t believe 
his Bobcat team has a chance at the Big 
Sky Championship when MSU plays UM 
on Saturday.
Montana is atop the conference with a 
5-1 record, 10-1 overall. The No. 4 team in 
the nation is almost assured o f another 
berth into the National I-AA playoffs, 
which start next week regardless o f the 
outcome o f Saturday’s game with MSU.
But, on the other side of Washington- 
Grizzly Stadium will stand the Bobcats, 
who are a win away from their first Big 
Sky Conference title since 1985, and with 
it, their first playoff bid since that year as 
well.
It is a position that Kramer is thankful 
to be in, even if he still finds it a little 
crazy.
“It is almost bizarre really, to think 
about it,” Kramer said. “But rather than 
dwell on the reasons why we shouldn’t be 
in this position, we are going to try and 
make the most o f the opportunity.”
The opportunity before the ’Cats is one 
that few opponents have had a chance to 
do in five years — take the Big Sky crown 
away from Montana.
The reasons Montana State shouldn’t 
even be in this position are plenty.
Entering this season, everyone, includ­
ing Kramer himself, had high expectations 
for this Bobcat team.
MSU had closed out last season by 
nearly upsetting Montana, and returned 
nearly every starter from that team, 
including all-Big Sky running back Ryan 
Johnson and quarterback Tyler Thomas. 
The two figured to play a key role this sea­
son, one in which Montana State chal­
lenged Montana for Big Sky supremacy.
But as the season started, Thomas was­
n’t near the player he was at the close of 
last season. In the season opener against 
St. Mary’s, the Oregon State transfer was 
just 10-25 with 148 passing yards and two 
interceptions. Thomas never improved on 
that rough, opening start, failing to pass 
for more than 200 yards a game.
MSU won that opening game, 24-21, 
thanks in large part to Johnson’s legs. The 
bruising back carried the ball 34 times for 
216 yards.
But after that game, Johnson didn’t get
above the 100-yard mark and the Bobcats 
swooned, drooping four o f their next five 
games, leaving the ’Cats at 2-4 and search­
ing for answers.
Across the state, Montana had started 
strong as usual.
The Grizzlies knocked off Hofstra, 21-0, 
on the road in New York. That shutout 
triggered a string of strong defensive per­
formances by the Grizzly defense in which 
it did not allow a touchdown in the first 
two and a half games o f the season.
Nothing seemed to be able to stop the 
Grizzlies since, except themselves as they 
rode a winning streak that would eventu­
ally tie the national I-AA record held by 
Pennsylvania at 24 straight games, 
although the grind from the attention hurt 
the Griz.
“The streak was something that was 
adding pressure to our kids,” Glenn said. 
"Ib win 24 is unheard of though. O f course 
you want to go on and keep winning forev­
er, but that is something that is unrealis­
tic.”
On the same weekend, the season took 
two different twists for both Montana and 
Montana State.
Montana State was in Pocatello, Idaho,
playing Idaho State on Oct. 12. That game 
was the debut of Lulay, who was starting 
in place o f the ineffective Thomas.
Although the ’Cats lost 18-14, Lulay 
drove the Bobcats down the field and had 
two throws into the end zone that could 
have won the game for MSU. In a losing 
effort, Kramer had found his quarterback 
o f the future.
Lulay though, had plans for the present 
as well.
Since that Idaho State loss, Montana 
State has won four of five games, including 
its last three in the row in come-from- 
behind fashion. Leading the way has been 
the unflappable Lulay.
“So far this season has been a Pepto- 
Bismal type year, very up and down,” 
Kramer said. “But we answered questions 
about whether we were a good team, and 
playing a big role in that has been Lulay. 
How he came in and played points to how 
mature he is.”
While the Bobcats season was taking a 
turn for the better, the Grizzlies season 
took a turn for the worse that same week­
end.
UM crushed Weber State 39-7 in 
Ogden, Utah, but the win came at a cru­
cial price. Starting senior center Brian 
Pelc, the leader and anchor o f the offensive 
line, was lost for the season with a tom 
A.C.L. Defensive end Ike Mincy was also 
injured and lost for the season, and the 
injuries began to mount. Losing Jon 
Talmage, Dave DeCoite and Ciche Pitcher 
from the beginning o f the season has hurt 
Montana.
The Grizzlies battled through the 
injuries, but were not nearly as dominate 
as they were in the beginning of the sea­
son. Wins were becoming closer and closer 
as UM battled from behind in two o f its 
next four wins.
But last weekend, the inevitable hap­
pened, as Eastern Washington ripped a 
depleted Montana defense on its way to a 
30-21 win.
And in the process, setting up 
Saturday’s showdown between Montana 
and Montana State.
“This is the biggest game I have ever 
coached in during the regular season. So 
much is at stake,” Glenn said. “The key 
will be (Ryan) Johnson. We have to be able 
to stop the run on defense.”
After the Grizzlies gave up almost 200 
yards to Eagle running Jovan Griffith, the 
’Cats, namely Johnson, has to be licking 
his chops at the prospect o f a big day run­
ning the football. Johnson did not play last 
week against Portland State, but will be in 
the line-up Saturday. Last season he had 
98 yards and two touchdowns against 
Montana.
More than likely though, the game will 
fall on the shoulder o f the two quarter­
backs. Wily Griz veteran John Edwards 
against the up-start rookie Lulay.
Edwards has quietly emerged as one of 
the leading candidates for the Walter 
Payton award as the nation’s top I-AA 
player. He has thrown for more than 2,800 
yards and 19 touchdowns. The Billings 
native has played in two national champi­
onship games and it goes without saying, 
he has never lost to the Bobcats.
Then on the other side o f the ball there 
is Lulay.
Since his Idaho State start, Lulay has 
thrown for dose to 1,700 yards and 11 
touchdowns. His 138.02 passer rating is 
third in the Big Sky, and he has only 
thrown three interceptions.
“He is still making mistakes, he doesn’t 
antidpate everything yet, but he doesn’t 
make the same mistake twice,” Kramer 
said. “He is so calm and right now he is 
having so much fun with it.”
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Myers Reece 
GameDay Kairnin
Montana State (6-5) at 
No. 4 Montana (10-1)
This is the game that every­
one has been waiting for all 
season, l b  add to the usual 
’Cat/Griz excitem ent that 
comes every time they play, 
this game is for the conference 
championship.
I f  the Grizzlies win, they 
win the conference outright 
with a 6-1 record. I f  the ’Cats 
win, they force a three-way tie 
at 5-2 with M ontana and Idaho 
State. The ’Cats would then 
own the tiebreakers over the 
other two teams, they would be 
awarded the conference cham ­
pionship and the very impor­
tant automatic bid to the I-AA 
playoffs.
Every Griz and ’Cats fan 
will be glued to their televi­
sions, i f  not present at the 
game, to witness one o f  the 
m ost vital meetings in recent 
m emory between two o f  the 
oldest rivals in the nation. 
Intangibles on tu rf are far 
more im portant than numbers 
on paper. The Griz will take 
last week’s loss as a blessing, 
rather than an Achilles heel. 
They know they aren’t invinci­
ble now and have gotten a loss 
out o f  their system.
There is no longer talk about 
records, remaining undefeated, 
or any other distractions. It’s 
ju st ’Cat/Griz. In a battle 
between the two top defenses 
in the conference, the defend­
ing national champions will 
win, because true champions 
always fight through adversity.
GDK prediction: 33-21 Griz 
win the Big Sky outright
No. 18 Idaho State (7-3) at 
Southern Utah (1-9)
All Idaho State can do is win
this game, and hope it gets 
selected to play in the I-AA 
playoffs; an outright conference 
cham pionship is impossible 
even with a victory this game.
W inning shouldn’t be a prob­
lem this game, though. Idaho 
State, the only other nationally 
ranked team besides M ontana, 
is third in the B ig Sky in scor­
ing offense at 28.9 points per 
game. Look for that number to 
increase. In Southern Utah’s 
two meetings against Big Sky 
teams this season, they have 
allowed 49 points and 68 
points, respectively, to Eastern 
W ashington and Montana.
Getting into a shootout with 
Idaho State is very difficult to 
do, with the 
Bengals owning 
the best scoring 
defense in the 
conference, only 
allowing 17.1 
points per 
game. Southern 
Utah won’t be 
able to stop ISU 
and won’t  be 
able to outscore 
them in a 
shootout; it’s
just not looking good for them.
Idaho State m ay not have 
much hope at m aking the play­
offs despite its solid record 
because o f  a lack o f  quality 
wins. A  single win against 
Portland State, M ontana or 
Utah State would have proba­
bly been more than enough to 
catapult the Bengals into the 
playoffs. Now, however, their 
fate is in the hands o f  the selec­
tion committee. A  win this 
weekend is absolutely neces­
sary.
Expect senior quarterback 
Doug Baughman, second in the 
conference in total offense, to 
lead the Bengals to an early 
lead. ISU won’t relinquish that 
margin.
G D Kprediction: 38-14 ISU
Humboldt State (1-9) at 
Sacramento State (4-7)
In a game with no playoff 
implications, only pride is on 
the line. These two teams 
haven’t met since 1988, a 55- 
17 victory for Sac State. Sac 
State has won the last seven 
contests, but the overall series 
lead belongs to Humboldt 
State, 20-13-2.
Sac State has been playing 
well lately, com ing o ff  a win 
over W eber State and a close 
loss to M ontana in Missoula. 
The Hornets have been silenc­
ing critics all season long, win­
ning four games, including 
three conference games. W ith a 
win against 
Humboldt 
-State, they can 
finish with a 5- 
7 record, 
including 3-4 
in conference 
play.
Considering 
Sac State’s 
preseason 
buildup (or 
lack o f  
buildup) by
critics and sports writers, and 
looking at its perform ance last 
year, this season has been very 
much a success.
The youthful team is led by 
sophom ore quarterback Ryan 
Leadingham, already the 
school’s all-time leading passer. 
He has 5,213 passing yards in 
ju st 22 career games. 
Accom panying him  on offense 
is senior leader running 
Garrett W hite. W hite might 
line up as running back, quar­
terback or receiver on any 
given play. A lso, sophomore 
receiver Fred Am ey leads the 
conference in all-purpose yards 
and receiving yards. Am ey is 
sixth in the nation in all-pur­
pose yards with 162.1 yards 
per game.
Humboldt State has little to 
brag about in the statistical 
categories, and maybe the only 
way for them to find comfort 
this weekend is the fact that 
the season is alm ost over.
Sac State will win, and finish 
the season with a respectable 5- 
7 record, looking ahead to next 
season with optimism and a 
core o f  returning starters.
GDK prediction: 44-17 Sac 
State
Weber State (3-7) at Cal 
Poly (2-8)
These two teams are battling 
for ... well, they’re not really 
battling for anything. There has 
not been any playoff chances for 
either one o f  these teams for 
quite awhile now. And maybe 
one could say that they are play­
ing for pride, but it seems that 
most o f  the pride and dignity 
surrounding both o f  these teams 
disappeared around the same 
time as their playoff hopes.
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W eber State is alone at the 
bottom  o f  the B ig Sky, with a 1- 
6 conference record. 
Quarterback Tate Bennett is 
com ing o ff a huge day. In a 41- 
38 loss against Sacramento 
State last weekend, Bennett 
completed 24 o f  34 passes for 
349 yards, two touchdowns and 
no interceptions. Running back 
Nick C houm os also had a big 
gam e, gaining 223 yards on 27 
carries, with three touchdowns.
Despite the solid perform­
ances by offensive players, once 
again the W SU  defense was 
unable to help the offense. 
W eber State is giving up 28.1 
points per gam e, second worst 
in the conference.
One thing that the Wildcats 
have going for them this game 
is that they are undefeated 
against Cal Poly. They lead the 
series 3-0, including a crazy 43- 
40 victory last year in the 
fourth overtime.
GDK prediction: 38-31 Weber 
State
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Montana vs. Montana State 5
Lulay an unlikely leader
O r e g o n  n a t i v e  s e e k s  t o  b r e a k  s t r e a k  a l m o s t  a s  o l d  a s  h e  i s
W ill Cleveland 
GameDay Kaimin
M ontana S tate ’s Travis 
L u lay  cam e into th is season 
expectin g  to sit the bench  
beh ind  sen ior qu arterback  
T yler T hom as, bu t a 2-4 start 
for  the B obcats changed  his 
plans.
L u lay  w ill start h is sev­
enth gam e o f  the season 
Saturday  against the Griz, 
and he w ill look  to im prove 
his record  to 5-2 as a starter.
G am eD ay K aim in  asked 
the tru e fresh m an about the 
’C at/G riz rivalry, m usic and 
h is ou tlook  on life  as an 18- 
year-old  w ho has a chance at 
g iv ing  the B obcats th eir  first 
w in  over the G riz in 16 
years.
G D K : W hat is it  like  bein g 
Travis L ulay?
T r a v is  L u la y : W hat is it 
like? It ’s been  fun, you  know, 
g ettin g  to p lay a lo t  as a 
freshm an. I d idn ’t know  w hat 
to expect com in g  in. It w as a 
little  overw helm ing  at first, 
bu t I am  getting  a little  m ore 
used  to it. You know, I am 
the sam e old  m e.
G D K : W hat does it feel 
like  to  be  a  tru e freshm an 
and lead in g  a team  that 
cou ld  w in  the B ig  Sky cham ­
pionsh ip?
T L : I ju s t  feel pretty  fortu ­
nate to be  in  th is situation. 
A ll season  long  has been 
filled  w ith  ups and dow ns 
and now  w e have a chance 
w here w e could  do som eth ing 
big. I’m  excited  about it.
G D K : W ord association : 
W ashington -G rizzly  Stadium , 
19,000 scream ing U M  fans.
T L : Rivalry.
G D K : Do you th ink  the 
G riz are vulnerable?
T L : I don ’t th ink they are 
vulnerable. T hey are a qu ali­
ty  football team , even though 
they  are com ing o f f  a loss, 
you  know  they  are going to 
be ready to play. E specia lly  i f  
noth in g  else because it ’s the 
rivalry. T hat is w h y w e are 
expecting  them  to be com ­
p letely  ready for us.
G D K : S ince you  are a true 
freshm an, do you  tru ly 
understand the G riz-’Cat 
riva lry?
T L : I know  a little  bit 
about it. A s an O regon guy, I 
w as a b ig  O regon State fan 
so I know  a lot about the 
C ivil War. I hear ’C at-G riz is 
ju s t  as big , i f  n ot bigger.
G D K : OK, so do the G riz 
scare you?
T L : No, w e are not letting  
ourselves get intim idated.
G D K : W ord association : 
M onte.
T L : You got me.
G D K : You don ’t know  w ho 
M onte is?
T L : Isn ’t  he the m ascot?
G D K : Yeah. H e ju st  does 
som e crazy flips and stuff.
W e don ’t need to m ake you  
even  m ore hated  by  the Griz 
crazies, so let ’s m ove on.
G D K : S ince Snoop D ogg is 
com ing to B ozem an, do you 
plan on going?
T L : I don ’t  know, the tick ­
ets are gettin g  pretty  close to 
sold  out. I though t it m ight 
be  fun, bu t w ho know s?
G D K : Do you  th ink  Snoop 
D ogg  w ou ld  have been  better
„5»o»»'s Flrsl “"Msn s„r
Seashaal Impressions
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$5.00 0
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Need a lift during  
fin a ls?  C heck out 
our spec ia ls !
received in M issoula or 
B ozem an?
T L : I am guessing 
M issoula. I have no idea 
though.
G D K : A ll right, W here the 
hell is A um sville , O re.?
T L : W hat is that?
G D K : W here is A um sville , 
O re.? The tow n you  are sup­
posedly  from .
T L : A um sville? I am actu­
ally  pretty  m uch from  the 
tow n o f  State, bu t I ju s t  have 
an A um sville  address. It ’s 
about 10 m iles east o f  Salem .
G D K : So it ’s not very  b ig  
then?
T L : N o, it ’s a sm all tow n.
G D K : A re you  the m ost 
fam ous resident then?
T L : I don ’t know. I su p ­
pose som eone could  argue 
that.
G D K : So, w hy M SU- 
B ozem an? W hy did you 
choose to go there?
T L : I don ’t  know. I cam e 
out here you  know  and they 
offered  m e a scholarsh ip. I 
liked  the coaching staff, I 
liked  the program , I liked the 
players and here I am.
G D K : A ll right, is it true? 
Is coach M ike K ram er cuddly 
like  a b ig  teddy  bear?
T L : H e is a little  b it o f  a 
teddy  bear (laughing). He is 
a good guy.
G D K : W hat five C D s are 
in  your CD changer right 
now ?
T L : O h m an! I cou ldn ’t 
even  tell you. I don ’t  know  i f  
I ow n five CDs. I am m ore o f  
a radio guy I guess.
Photo courtesy of Dean Hendrickson/MSU sports information
Bobcat freshman quarterback prepares for a snap from center Nic Stevenson.
G D K : I f  you  could  be any 
k ind  o f  an im al, w hat w ould 
you  be and w hy?
T L : I ’d be a bobcat.
G D K : I had  a feelin g  you  
w ou ld  say that.
T L : A nd why, because I feel 
like I already am a bobcat.
G D K : W hat is your 
favorite w ord?
T L : F avorite w ord? 
Touchdow n.
G D K : W hat do you  think 
o f  Johnny M ontana, honestly?
T L : Joh nn y M ontana, h e ’s 
a good quarterback . I m ean 
n ot a lot o f  guys can say that 
they  have done w h at he ’s 
done.
G D K : A re you  going  to w in 
Saturday?
T L : I’ m n ot m aking any 
predictions. We are going to 
be ready to p lay  Saturday 
and it ’s going  to be fun.
G D K : W ord association : 
M ike Kram er.
T L : B ig  sm ile.
Save T he W indshields!
pinnacle
AUTO GLASS
At Pinnacle we are committed to the 
cause of saving your windshield, 
call and ask about 
chip repair or 
replacement.
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Member of the U. of M. A lum ni Association
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It’s in the stands.
It’s in your hands.
It’s for the fans, or any mans.
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Montana
2002 Record *10-1, 5-1 Big Sky 
2001 Record • 15-1 Overall, 7-0 Big Sky
Offense
Defense
Jefferson Heidelberger
Wide Receiver
5- 10, 175 sophomore from Nevada City, Calif.
Mr. Heidelberger has stepped up his play the last few weeks, 
catching his first career touchdown as a Grizzly against Sac State 
two weeks ago. Also in the Sac State game, he tallied two tackles 
on special teams. He continues to perform well on both sides of 
the ball for the Griz and he will look to continue his strong play 
against the ’Cats this weekend.
Blake Horgan
Nose Tackle
6- 3, 275 sophomore from Spokane, Wash.
Mr. Horgan led the Griz in tackles last week against EWU. He 
had 13 tackles in fact, tying him for the team lead with Dave 
DeCoite. For the entire year he has stuffed the middle and 
made it next to impossible for the opposing running backs to 
gain any yards. With the return of Joel Robinson this week­
end, he and the rest of the Griz will look to keep MSU run­
ning back Ryan Johnson in check.
N u m e r ic a l  R o s t e r
P r o b a b l e  s t a r t e r s  in  BOLD
1 Levander Segars SO WR 5'9” 170 lbs Colorado Springs, CO
2 Jon Talmage FR WR 6'4” 195 lbs Anaheim, CA
3 Trey Young SR FS 6’0" 200 lbs San Diego, CA
4 Dave DeCoite JR SS 6'1” 190 lbs Truckee, CA
5 John Edwards SR QB 6’1” 200 lbs Billings, MT
6 Andy Thompson JR OLB 6'3" 215 lbs Walla Walla, WA
7 Brett Staninger SR QB 6’3" 205 lbs Missoula, MT
8 Jefferson Heidelberger SO WR 5'10” 175 lbs Nevada City, CA
9 Kendall Selle FR QB 6’2" 205 lbs Billings, MT
10 David Gober FR RB 5’9” 190 lbs Anaheim, CA
11 Vernon Smith JR CB 6’1” 175 lbs San Diego, CA
12 Brent Meyers JR FS 6’0” 190 lbs Missoula, MT
13 Jeff Disney JR QB 6’1” 198 lbs Glendora, CA
14 Matt Stem FR QB 6'4" 230 lbs Coeur d' Alene, ID
16 Brandon Neill SR QB 6‘3” 215 lbs Great Falls. MT
20 J.R. Waller FR RB 5’9" 197 lbs Portland, OR
21 Dustin Dlouhy FR LB 6’2" 217 lbs Idaho Falls, ID
23 Kevin Edwards FR SS 6'2" 185 lbs Spokane, WA
24 AndyKoyama SO CB 5'8" 180 lbs Hardin, MT
25 Kyle Scholle SO FS 6'0” 195 lbs Parker. CO
26 Jelani Harrison SR RB 6’1” 210 lbs Compton, CA
27 Johnnie Peeples SR CB 5’10” 180 lbs Ft. Pierce, F
28 Tyler Peterson FR WR 5’10” 175 lbs Helena, MT
29 Chris Snyder JR PK 6'0" 204 lbs Meade, WA
30 Tate Hancock SO WR 5’ 10” 170 lbs Salinas, KS
31 Tyler Thomas FR S 6’0" 190 lbs Dillon, MT
32 Michael Rubie FR CB 5'10” 180 lbs Cerritos, CA
33 Joel Rosenberg SR DB 5’10” 185 lbs Whitefish, MT
34 Brad Weston JR TE 6’1” 225 lbs Hamilton, MT
35 Turill Engleman FR RB 5'10" 190 lbs Huntington Beach, CA
36 Chris Polhemus FR WR 6’2” 200 lbs Missoula, MT
37 Ciche Pitcher JR DE 6’4’  230 lbs Anaconda, MT
38 Pete Hamill SO RB . 5’11" 190 lbs Coeur d'Alene, ID
40 Ike Mincy SR DE 6’2“ 230 lbs Wewahitchka, FL
41 Shane Harris JR S 5’10" 180 lbs Irvine, CA
42 Blake Horgan SO DL 6’3” 275 lbs Spokane, WA
43 Willie Walden SO TE 6’7” 275 lbs Vancouver, WA
44 Seamus Molloy FR OLB 6'2” 209 lbs Helena, MT
45 Colt Palmer SO TE 6’1” 230 lbs Omaha, NE
46 Dana Knox FR RB 57" 175 lbs Lewistown, MT
47 Shane MacIntyre FR LB 6’3” 222 lbs Helena, MT
48 Ben Winn FR TE 6’4” 225 lbs Darby, MT
49 Robb Hollenbeck FR TE 6’2” 195 lbs Missoula, MT
50 Adam Hoge SO ILB 5 ’11” 220 lbs Bozeman, MT
,51 Kyler Noel FR LB 6'1" 215 lbs Helena, MT
52 Nick Vella SO LB 6'2” 204 lbs Castro Valley, CA
53 Joel Robinson JR LB 5‘11" 230 lbs Kalispell, MT
54 Chris Connors JR DE 6’ 2” 232 lbs Butte, MT
55 Jonny Varona SO NT 6'3” 275 lbs Medical Lake, WA
56 Chris Tautolo FR LB 6’0” 210 lbs Carson, CA
57 Tyson Roberts FR QB 5'10" 180 lbs Richland, WA
58 Ryan Francis FR DE 6’4" 205 lbs Spokane, WA
61 Brian White FR OC 6'1” 270 lbs Tacoma, WA
62 Derek Decker JR OG 6'5” 289 lbs Ballantine, MT
63 Ryan Wells FR OL 6'4” 249 lbs Hamilton, MT
64 Dylan Brown FR OG 6’4” 296 lbs Kinsey, MT
65 Garth Enger SO OC 6’4” 280 lbs Bothell, WA
66 Brian Pelc SR OC 6'4” 285 lbs Helena, MT
67 Jake Pipinich FR OG 6’5” 285 lbs Bozeman, MT
68 Jason Frink FR OG 6’4” 260 lbs Post Falls, ID
70 . Lucas Langbehn FR K 6’0" 200 lbs Deer Park, WA
71! Jesse McFarland FR OG 6’2" 240 lbs Kalispell, MT
72 Dylan McFarland JR OT 6 ’6" 295 lbs Kalispell, MT
73 Jeff Marshall FR OL 6’5" 230 lbs Newport Beach, CA
74 Beau Hart SO OL 6' 6" 255 lbs Lake Oswego, OR
75 Cory Procter SO OG 6'S” 290 lbs Gig Harbor, WA
76 Brad Rhoades FR OT 6’5“ 255-lbs Bellingham, WA
77 Jon Skinner JR OT 6’7" 315 lbs Dillon, MT
80 Alex Hazlett FR WR 6’4" 200 lbs Kalispell, MT
81 RoryZikmund SR WR/KOR 5’10” 192 lbs Harlowton, MT
82 Mark Spencer SR P 6'5" 200 lbs Fallbrook, CA
83 Dane Oliver JR WR 5’8” 155 lbs Monmouth, OR
84 Conor Molloy SO TE 6'5” 245 lbs Helena, MT
85 Tuff Harris FR WR 6’0” 185 lbs Colstrip, MT
86 LaShawn George FR WR 6’1" 193 lbs Anaheim, CA
87 Nathan Adkins FR WR 5’8” 170 lbs Cerritos, CA
89 Ja’Ton Simpson FR TE 6'5" 230 lbs Bellflower, CA
90 Curt Colter SR DT 6’2" 295lbs Hysham, MT
91 Tim Bush JR DE 6’3" 240 lbs Kellogg, ID
92 Michael Potts FR DE 6’4" 215 lbs Missoula, MT
Chris Orwig FR DT 6'5” 255 lbs Shawnee Mission, KS
94 Steve O’Neal FR DT 6'4" 240 lbs Laurel, MT
95 John Cahill SO DT 6’ 2” 280 lbs Billings, MT
96 Lance Spencer FR DE 6’2” 235 lbs Malta, MT
97 Herbert Fernandez SR DE 6' 4” 225 lbs San Diego, CA
98 Kerry Mullan FR DL 6'3” 290 lbs Stevensville, MT
99 Alan Saenz FR NT 6’1" 285 lbs Newport Beach, CA
GRI2 OFFENSE it
Molloy 84 
Mr. Molloy is a big 
man, adding 30 
pounds of muscle over 
the past two seasons. 
He continues to 
improve and will look 
to open some more 
holes for the Griz run­
ning backs this week­
end.
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Mr. Scholle is a  big time 
player. He hits people 
very hard. Last week 
against EW U  he had 9  
tackles to go along with 
the fumble he recovered 
in the fourth quarter. He 
serves as the back-up to 
Trey Young and will 
probably start next year. 
Look for more tackles 
Saturday.
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Cooper 91
Mr. C ooper is a  defen­
sive force for the 'Cats. 
H e leads the team  with 
17 tackles for a  loss to 
go along with 2  intercep­
tions. For the season, he 
has 6 0  total tackles. On  
Saturday, this sopho­
m ore will look to wreak 
som e havoc on the Griz’ 
ground gam e.
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Mr. Turnquist led the 'Cats 
with four catches for 150 
yards last week against 
PS U . For the year, he has 
tallied 29  receptions for 
48 3  yards. On Saturday, 
he will look to exploit 
some holes in the 
banged-up Griz second­
ary. G ood luck!
Montana State
2002 Record • 6-5 Overall, 4-2 Big Sky 
2001 Record • 5-6 Overall, 5-4 Big Sky
Figntmg T ' ^
Bobcats
Offense _Travis Lulay
Quarterback
6-0, 187 freshman from Aumsville, Ore.
In ten games of action, Mr. Lulay has completed 59.4 per­
cent of his passes for 1690 yards to go along with 11 touch­
downs compared to only three interceptions. Mr. Lulay is an 
efficient little Cat, who will look to beat the Griz Saturday in 
his first meeting against the swarming mass that is the Griz 
defense.
Kane loane
Strong Safety
5-11, 180 junior from Billings, Mont.
Mr. loane makes a lot of plays. He tackles lots of people and 
he hurts them in the process too. This junior from Billings, 
leads the 'Cats with 112 tackles and four interceptions. Last 
season, he was selected as a third team All-American by Don 
Hansen's Football Digest and he will most likely improve upon 
this accolade at the end of this year. Come Saturday, Mr. loane 
will look to stuff the run and interrupt Johnny Montana’s pass-
N u m e r ic a l  R o s t e r
P r o b a b l e  S t a r t e r s  in  b o l d
1 Justin Mobley SR S 6’2” 196 lbs Lancaster, CA
2 Toren Rossinger FR W R 6 ’2" 185 lbs Seatle, WA
2 Joey Thomas JR CB 6’2” 181 lbs Dillon, MT
3 DeAngello Wall FR CB 5’10” 167 lbs Montclair, CA
4 Derrick Davis FR CB 5 ’11” 175 lbs Fort Benton, MT
4 Ryan Elliott JR FB 6'0” 224 lbs Santa Monica, CA
5 Lawrence Letuli FR LB 5 7 ” 205 lbs Merced, CA
6 Brandon Roosevelt FR WR 5 ’11” 164 lbs Wilsonville, OR
7 Jay Hackett JR DB 5 ’11” 171 lbs San Diego, CA
8 Brian McNeal SO WR 5’10” 170 lbs Elk Grove, CA
9 Bryan Molen SR WR 5’10” 191 lbs Salt Lake City, UT
10 Kane loane JR S 5 ’11” 180 lbs Billings, MT
11 EJ Cochrane SO P 5*11” 178 lbs Philadelphia, PA
12 Brent Owens FR QB 5 ’10” 172 lbs Vienna, GA
13 Junior Adams SR WR 5’9” 168 lbs Freemont, CA
14 Travis Lulay FR QB 6 ’0” 187 lbs Aumsville, OR
15 Tyler Thomas SR QB 6’4” 187 lbs Prosser, WA
16 JonKnokey SO QB 6'0” 203 lbs Lake Oswego, OR
17 Kellen Alley FR WR 6’2” 193 lbs Bremerton, WA
19 Nate Cook SO P 5’9" 178 lbs Pleasanton, CA
20 Ryan Force FR DB 5 ’11” 185 lbs Lake Oswego, OR
22 Kahiam Hunter SO CB 5’9” 170 lbs Torrance, CA
23 David Smith SR LB 5 ’11” 213 lbs Van Nuys, CA
24 Kenneth Qualls JR S 5 ’10” 180 lbs Bakersfield, CA
25 CJ Adkins SR CB 5'9” 190 lbs Watts, CA
26 Demond Goins FR S 5’10" 170 lbs Compton, CA
27 Jimmy Beall FR CB 5 7 ” 165 lbs Montclair, CA
28 W illy Jacobson SR CB 5 ’10” 172 lbs Billings, MT
29 Micheal Williams FR TB 5 ’9” 162 lbs Lauderhill, FL
31 Josh Black FR DB 5’10” 205 lbs Corona, CA
32 Shem Hardnette FR TB 6’0" 185 lbs Portland, OR
33 MacMollohan FR LB 6’0” 190 lbs Kalispell.MT
34 Ryan Johnson SR TB 6 ’0” 210 lbs Fort Collins, CO
35 David Mayfield SR TB 6’1” 180 lbs LaHabra, CA
36 Clayton Curley FR LB 6’2” 195 lbs Stevensville, MT
37 Grant Elliott FR FB 6’0” 185 lbs Fort Benton, MT
38 Jesse Wegner FR WR 6 ’1” 191 lbs Billings, MT
39 Brandon Eggart SO LB 6’1” 202 lbs Cheney, WA
40 Chad Gluhm SO DE 6’0” 227 lbs Park City, UT
41 Isaac Gardner SR LB 6 ’2” 215 lbs Seaside, CA
42 Clive Lowe FR DE 6’4” 210 lbs Coral Springs, FL
43 Nick Marudas FR LB 6*1” 213 lbs Bozeman, MT
44 Eric Laumatia FR DT 6’0” 283 lbs Moreno Valley, CA
45 Drew Vanderhoff FR DB 6’1” 180 lbs Wenatchee, WA
46 Blake Ghavami JR LB 6’2” 235 lbs Cedar Glen, CA
47 Brandon Flaig FR WR 6*1” 180 lbs Missoula, MT
47 Claude Boiteau FR LB 6’2” 208 lbs Big Fork, MT
50 Zach Wolf FR C 6'2” 265 lbs Uniontown, CA
51 Michael Weiss FR DE 6*1” 207 lbs Baxter, MN
53 Mike Quast SR OG 6 ’2” 307 lbs Excelsior, MN
56 Travis Busse SR DT 6’3” 255 lbs Anchorage, AK
57 Brant Birkeland FR DT 6'1” 230 lbs Helena, MT
58 Ray Sebestyen SO DT 6 ’2” 253 lbs San Diego, CA
60 Brent Swaggert JR OT 6 ’4” 287 lbs Buffalo, MN
62 Nic Stevenson SO C 6*2” 261 lbs Baker, MT
64 Jeff Bolton FR OG 6’4” 270 lbs Hailey, ID
65 Mataio Toilolo JR OG 6*5” 290 lbs Cerritos, CA
67 Brian Choi SR OG 6 ’5” 302 lbs Colorado Springs, CA
71 Ryan Henning SR OT 6’4” 267 lbs Billings, MT
72 Garrin Brewton FR OT 6’5” 245 lbs Davie, FL
73 Joe Hirst FR OT 6 7 ” 250 lbs Spokane, WA
74 Anthony Hardgraves FR OT 6’4” 253 lbs Merced, CA
75 Demola Obadina FR OG 6'3" 248 lbs Plymouth, MN
79 Kimball Bowden SR OG 6’4” 298 lbs Tualatin, OR
80 Brandon Bassett SO WR 6 ’4” 202 lbs Colville WA
81 Aaron Hill JR WR 6 ’3” 187 lbs Yorba Linda, CA
82 Matt McCullough FR WR 5 ’11” 160 lbs Great Falls, MT
83 Pat Carahasen SR WR 5'9” 186 lbs Billings, MT
84 Corey Smith JR WR 5 ’9” 172 lbs Federal Way, WA
85 Blake Wolf SO TE 6*1” 233 lbs Colton, WA
86 Scott Turnquist JR WR 6*0” 196 lbs Billings, MT
87 Kolby Drube JR TE 6’3” 221 lbs Gillette, WY
88 Toby Winters SR WR 6’3” 194 lbs Kalispell.MT
89 Cody Samuelson SR TE 6’3” 220 lbs Volborg, MT
90 RyanCogley FR TE 6’3” 185 lbs Cheney, WA
91 Roger Cooper SO LB 6*3” 216 lbs Port Orchard, WA
92 Adam Cordeiro JR DE 6 ’1” 240 lbs Boulder, CO
93 Jason Nicastro SR DT 6*2” 272 lbs Alta Loma, CA
95 Jon Montoya JR DE 6*2” 258 lbs Brandon, SD
96 Dusty Daws SO TE 6’5” 225 lbs Bozeman, MT
97 Ben Smith FR DT 6’3” 245 lbs Pleasanton, CA
98 Beau Clark SO DT 6*1” 258 lbs Belgrade, MT
99 Nicholas Barbero FR DE 6’3” 217 lbs San Ramon, CA
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Tales from an ex-Monte
A  F O R M E R  UM M A S C O T  B R E A K S  T H E  S I L E N C E  T O  T E L L  H IS  S T O R Y
Chris R odkey 
GameDay Kaimin
Editor’s Note:
UM Mascot Monte hasn’t 
always been the back-flipping, 
crowd-pleasing machine he is 
today. No, the current “man 
behind the suit” was selected to be 
Monte alongside somebody far 
less athletic and significantly less 
exciting. While he must remain 
anonymous to protect not only 
UM Athletics but also himself, 
this ex-Monte spoke to GameDay 
Kaimin in an exclusive interview.
Q: Monte, Ex-Monte, 
Anonymous Monte ... I’m just 
not sure what your name is. 
What can we call you?
A: I can’t really reveal my 
name or true identity, but I can 
tell you this: My first name is 
identical to a certain Grizzly foot­
ball player. For now, call me 
“Enrique.”
Q: All right... “Enrique,” 
could you describe your rise 
to and abrupt fall from fame 
as UMs mascot?
A: Several students tried out 
for the part o f Monte using dance 
routines and skits. The current 
Monte, who I will call Cubby, 
performed an incredible display 
o f gymnastic ability with flips 
and gags. I don’t exactly remem­
ber what it was I did, but I think 
I rode a bicycle and perhaps also 
did a little dance. It was so 
awful, I am still trying to forget 
it. I walked out o f the tryouts 
ready to move on with my life, 
but later that afternoon I found 
out that I had been selected to be 
the mascot with Cubby.
Q: How did you take the 
news?
A: Oh, I was surprised, o f 
course, and I told all my friends, 
which I was specifically told not 
to do. (It’s supposed to be some 
big secret who Monte is, I guess.) 
My friends all had a common 
reaction to the news: “You’re a 
liar.” It wasn’t until I brought the 
suit over to their room and put 
the head on that they believed it 
to be real. Then they all became 
concerned as to whether I could 
wear the suit for Halloween.
Q: What was the first event 
you performed at?
A: My first gig was at a barbe­
cue for graduating UM seniors. I 
noticed that as soon as I put on 
the suit, I was sweating. It was 
about 80 degrees outside that 
day. Fairly nice weather for the 
average person, but for somebody 
in a bear suit, it’s almost suicide. 
All I remember was being really 
dizzy, walking around all goofy-
like and nearly stepping on chil­
dren. It’s hard to see out o f that 
mask.
Q: So the suit is kind of 
hot?
A: The suit is damn hot. 
Imagine wearing about five lay­
ers o f thick shag carpet — that’s 
what it’s like to be in the suit. 
When we tried out we were 
warned that people lose gallons 
o f water through sweat in just 
one football game. I didn’t even 
go to a game, but I think I left a 
trail o f  water behind me wherev­
er I walked. You know how when 
Monte is crowd surfing and 
everyone cheers as he approach­
es? Look closely when he goes by 
at the hands o f the people who 
just supported him. They’re all 
wiping them on their shirts and 
going, “Ewww.... That’s sweaty!”
Q: What was your most 
uncomfortable moment in the 
suit, besides the heat?
A: Once I was walking around 
in the suit, minding my own 
business and perpetually smiling 
at people, when out o f nowhere 
this person thrusts a baby in my 
face. Now, Fm not the kind o f guy 
who even likes babies — I per­
sonally think they’re ugly — so I 
was a little uncomfortable. And 
since Fm not the most physically
coordinated person in the world,
I swore that when they tucked 
the little infant in my arms, I 
was going to drop the baby on its 
head on the floor. It was around 
this point that I started thinking 
about how I shouldn’t be doing 
this anymore.
Q: And so you quit?
A: I guess I didn’t just go into 
the office and throw back the 
suit and say, “I quit!” I more or 
less faded away. One day in 
late-August somebody called 
and left a message asking me if 
I would like to go out and be 
Monte for a soccer game. It was 
about 100 degrees out, so 
instead o f sacrificing my life for 
the comedic relief o f  a crowd o f 
soccer fans, I decided not to 
return the call. I think my sta­
tus with the Monte people is not 
so hot right now.
Q: Do you still talk to the 
real Monte?
A: I never talked to the real 
Monte. I don’t know what his 
deal is, but he’s a weird guy.
Word going around is that he 
might slowly be turning into a 
real bear. Fm not directly saying 
all this mascotting is getting to 
his head, but the guy sure does­
n’t seem to have time for us little 
people, you know?
Q: So you two meet down 
at the Iron Horse some week­
end, what’s going to happen?
A: Well I know I could take 
him in a good honest fight, but 
the guy would pull some kind of 
flip or cartwheel or something 
and then sucker punch me. 
Cubby’s like that. He’ll totally 
sucker punch you.
Q: When the current 
Monte’s term as mascot runs 
out, who will take his place?
A: Somebody who gets fooled 
into thinking that this is some kind 
of awesome thing. You know how 
much Monte gets paid? Do you 
know what kind o f scholarships 
they hand out for risking your life? 
Nada. Zip. Zilch. Boy, I sure feel for 
the next guy who’s crazy enough to 
do it. Lord knows they have a lot to 
live up to. Just look at Cubby out 
there: He’s absolutely amazing!
Q: You make it sound like 
it’s absolutely no fun at all. 
Didn’t you enjoy any of it?
A: To think I didn’t even take 
a picture o f myself wearing the 
suit bothers me still to this day. I 
enjoyed my brief stint as Monte, 
i f  only so that I can tell my 
grandchildren about the days as 
the mascot. After all, how many 
people can say they’ve worn that 
suit?
Scouting Report: N«. 2 Eastern Illinois
W ill Cleveland
GameDay Kaimin
M ost teams don’t  start off" 
the year 0-2 and find them ­
selves ranked No. 2 in the coun­
try two months later. But 
Eastern Illinois isn’t like most 
teams.
The Panthers from 
Charleston, 111., have won eight 
straight games since dropping 
the first two. M ind you, howev­
er, these two losses came at the 
hands o f  I-A teams Kansas 
State and Hawaii at a com­
bined score o f  124-49.
Losses usually hurt, but 
Eastern Illinois hasn’t  let them.
“We played two good I-A pro­
grams,” head coach Bob Spoo 
said. “And we lost like most 
other I-AA schools would. I give 
our guys credit for not letting 
these losses put a damper on 
the whole season.”
Since dropping the first two 
games, Eastern has slowly 
climbed back into the national 
spotlight, gaining its highest 
ranking ever this week at No. 2 
in the country behind McNeese 
State, which has won four 
straight since losing to 
Nebraska.
The Panthers have a domi­
nant offense and a less than 
stellar defense. It is a team 
with some glaring weaknesses, 
but it has managed to beat 
every I-AA opponent it has 
faced this year.
On offense, the Panthers fea­
ture senior quarterback Tbny 
Romo and senior tailback J.R. 
Taylor.
Romo is one o f  the top quar­
terbacks in the country and he 
has performed at an unbeliev­
ably high level. Last season he 
set the I-AA record for passing 
efficiency.
“Our team starts and ends 
with Tbny,” Spoo said. “He is a 
primetime performer.”
He is the top returning vote- 
getter for the Walter Payton 
Award, annually given to the 
best offensive player in I-AA 
football. Plus, he is the two- 
time defending Ohio Valley 
Conference Offensive Player o f 
the Year.
“Last week, Tbny set the 
school record for touchdowns,” 
Spoo said.
This year alone, Romo has 
completed 204 o f  his 316 pass 
attempts for 2,648 yards to go 
along with the school record 31 
touchdown passes compared to 
just 13 interceptions.
The offensive front five are 
all returning starters, which 
has accounted for the strong 
offensive play o f  the backs and 
Romo.
“It definitely helps when you 
get all five guys back,” Spoo 
said. “They have most certainly 
helped Tbny develop into one o f 
the premier passers in the 
country. Plus they help open 
the big holes for our backs.”
The offense only gets 
stronger as one moves deeper 
into the backfield, with J.R. 
Taylor lining up behind Romo.
Last week against Florida 
Atlantic, Taylor smashed the 
school record for yards gained 
in a game by carrying the ball 
35 times for 308 yards, eclips­
ing the 1983 record set by 
Kevin Staple.
“J.R. is our workhorse,” Spoo 
said. “H e gets all the little 
yards for this team.”
For the season, Taylor has 
run the ball a  total o f  209 times 
for 1,260 yards, including 17 
touchdown runs. He is averag­
ing six yards per carry to go 
along with his 126 yards per 
game, good for second in the 
nation.
Besides Taylor in the back- 
field, the Panthers feature ju n ­
ior tailback Andre Raymond, 
who is leading the team with 
195.9 yards from scrimmage 
per game.
“Andre does everything for 
us,” Spoo said.
Raymond returns punts and 
kickoffs, runs the ball and leads 
the team in receptions with 57 
catches for 546 yards.
The Panthers definitely have 
a balanced offensive attack with 
the ground game accounting for 
197.4 o f  the total 466.5 yards 
gained per game. Tbny Romo 
alone is passing for nearly 270 
yards through the air per game.
Good thing the offense scores 
38 points per game, because the 
defense gives up almost as 
m any per game. They yield 32.9 
points per game and 414 yards 
o f  total offense on average.
The defense is led by 
Buchanan Award finalist junior 
linebacker Nick Ricks, who 
leads the Panther defensive 
attack with 127 total tackles, 18 
tackles for a loss, seven forced 
fumbles and four sacks.
His partner in crime is fellow
junior linebacker Jacob Maurer, 
who is third on the team with 
57 total tackles.
“Our linebacking corps is 
probably one o f  the best in the 
country,” Spoo said. “They keep 
us in most contests and provide 
big plays when they are needed.” 
The rest o f the defense is solid 
.with at least six defensive ends 
splitting time on the line, which, 
according to Spoo, accounts for 
the parity in their numbers.
“We are a solid team through 
and through,” Spoo said. “And
we are definitely peaking at the 
right time this year.”
Saturday, the Panthers will 
look to clinch their third straight 
trip to the I-AA playoffs with a 
victory over Murray State. Tbny 
Romo, however, will look to get 
the monkey o ff his back as he 
has lost his previous two playoff 
starts.
“I expect special things from 
this team,”  Spoo said. “We are 
full o f  senior leadership and 
this will be their last chance to 
get something special done.”
The Trail Head Wish List
I t  helps them.
(They get a discount.)
I t  helps you.
(You get something you really want.)
Visit the Trail Head to make a wish list of 
items youd like to receive. Tell your 
loved ones to check your list. I f  they 
choose something for you from your list, 
they can take 5% off.
Check out new ski equipment M -F 9:30-8, Sat 9-6 , Sun 11-6 
Downtown on th e  corner o f  Higgins &  Pine 
5 4 3 -6 9 6 6  www.trailheadm ontana.net
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Ex-Bobcat trusts Griz winning tradition
Column by:
Brittany Hagem an 
GameDay Kaimin
I have a confession to make.
I have an MSU Bobcats 
sweatshirt folded on the top 
shelf o f my closet.
I know exactly where it’s at. 
It’s the bottom sweatshirt 
among a stack in the right-hand 
comer o f my closet, just above 
tops I never wear and my two 
bridesmaid dresses preserved in 
plastic wrap.
Before you Griz fans pummel 
me to death for Grizzly treason, 
please note that while I’m  a 
tinge embarrassed to admit it, I 
went to Montana State my 
freshman year.
It was 1999, and m y circle o f 
friends and I had a hard time 
getting excited about Bobcat 
football.
Slurping down beers and tail- 
gating only deterred us for half 
a season before realizing we 
were cheering on a losing team.
Now, I don’t consider m yself a 
fair-weather fan, but watching 
the ’Cats that season was just 
painful.
MSU finished at the bottom 
of the conference that year, and 
the highlight o f the games was 
usually laughing at a crazed fan 
with the letters “M-S-U” shaved 
in his back hair (yes, back hair) 
as he danced around the stands.
Maybe MSLFs ’99 season
went down the Utter box, but 
this year, we’ve seen a new 
breed o f cat.
Tb say that Montana State 
has come full circle since then 
wouldn’t be giving them enough 
credit.
You have to admit, Griz fans, 
that coming back from a losing 
season to contending for the Big 
Sky Championship in less than 
three years is admirable.
Granted, the Grizzlies 
haven’t  lost a ’Cat/Griz er, 
excuse me, Griz/’Cat game in 16 
years, and Joe Glenn and his 
brood aren’t  about to start this 
weekend.
But this year, especially after 
the Bobcats caught word o f the 
Grizzlies’ 30-21 loss to Eastern 
Washington, some have been 
uttering the word “upset.”
You hear it just above a whis­
per but quiet enough that Bubba 
(sitting next to you at the Press 
Box) won’t crack a pitcher over 
your head for blaspheming.
The GrizzUes got a bitter 
taste o f close competition last 
year when they trailed M SU for 
a good portion o f the Griz/’Cat 
game.
Griz fans, and I was one o f 
them, sat biting their nails 
when the game got dose but 
went back to gloating when the 
Griz pulled it off.
The ’Cats proved last year 
that they could compete, and 
this year, they’ve really got the
Griz looking over their shoulder 
pads.
( M s  footbaU practices were 
closed all week, as the code-red 
secrecy exhibits Montana’s seri­
ousness in the matter.
The vibe on campus has been 
one o f excitement. For once, col­
lege kids will get to see a 
’Cat/Griz game at home that 
won’t send them for the tailgates 
in the second half.
(Oh, but Griz fans, i f  you are 
tailgating near the north 
entrance o f the stadium, keep 
your eye out for a yellowish, 
cream-colored R.V.
(Look on the back o f the vehi- 
d e  and you’ll see a picture o f a 
Grizzly doing something very 
painful to a B obcat... he ain’t 
punching him in the eye, either.)
For competition’s sake, I only 
hope both teams put on a show 
so that fans who spent $100 on 
their tickets will feel like they 
got their money’s worth.
But for my sake, please let 
the Griz have losing out o f their 
system.
I think half the town o f 
Bozeman is staying at my house 
and the last thing I want is my 
weekend ruined with incessant 
pro-’Cat banter.
But something tells me Fll be 
dishing it to m y Bozeman 
friends Saturday night instead 
o f taking it because there’s one 
reason why the Griz win and 
can continue to win.
Tradition.
A  shining, sparkling visuali­
zation o f the Grizzlies winning 
tradition sits in a glass case in 
the entrance o f the Adams 
Center. Two national champi­
onship trophies exhibit the 
Grizzlies success, and Griz fans 
are accustomed to expect noth­
ing less.
Not only have the fans been 
loyal, but Missoula has 
Bozeman one-uped in communi­
ty support.
Griz meal deals, drink spe­
cials and T-shirt giveaways are 
only a few gameday perks 
offered by local businesses.
This intimate relationship 
makes for a close-knit bond 
between the college and com ­
munity. M issoula’s tight-necked 
lawyers and accountants who 
are “all business” M onday 
through Friday are standing in 
the beer line with obnoxious 
college kids on Saturday.
Both young and old will be up 
at the crack o f dawn on 
Saturday, rifling through their 
closets looking for Grizzly appar­
el.
In the meantime, Fll have to 
remember to get rid o f my MSU 
sweatshirt.
I could bum  it in effigy in my 
back yard as a symbol o f how the 
’Cats are going down in flames, 
but I don’t  want to jinx it.
B o b c a t : MSU is c l i p p i n g  a t  G r i z ’ s  h e e l s
Column by:
Christina Crockett
MSU Exponent Sports Editor
It’s chilly in Bozeman. There’s 
an incessant buzz around cam­
pus, where “Big Sky Conference 
Title” echoes from one group o f 
students to the next, where 
there’s tattered signs reminding 
students that ’Cat/Griz tickets 
have been sold out for two 
months now.
Sixteen years is a long time. 
So long that even M SU students 
think that i f  the Bobcats downed 
the Griz, it would break the 
threads o f a recent tradition.
But dust off the stats book, and 
you’ll find that in the ’70s, the 
’Cats went on a six-year binge o f 
defeating the Grizzlies. Granted 
that was a long time ago, and 
granted six years doesn’t  come 
dose to 16. However, it’s history, 
and history is significant 
because vdthanything that sUs-.
tains consistency, there must 
come change, and history must 
repeat itself.
The Grizzlies have shown 
beautiful consistency in their 
game, and they have made the 
state o f  Montana proud, allow­
ing bragging rights as the home 
to national champions. There’s 
no denying that. However, some­
where along the lines, unexpect­
ed change is inevitably going to 
begin to wiggle its way through. 
Apparently it already has.
Even the mouths at Montana 
State dropped when the news 
hit o f  Eastern Washington 
defeating the almighty GrizzUes 
30-21 — nearly the same mar­
gin that the Bobcats chpped the 
Eagles 25-14, the previous week. 
The defeat was virtually 
unthinkable. It was Joe Glenn’s 
first conference loss as head 
coach, and it blew a gaping hole 
through a 24-game winning 
"streak. - '
Midnight Dreams
Heating Things up this Winter
N ow  twice  
the size, 
tw ice the  
inventory  
More lingerie 
More Adult Novelties 
More Shoes 
More of everything 
you need to stay 
warm this winter
t0 perf 10am-9pm 
Tues-Sat | l | f |
I I
2700 Poxson Ptaza 
I p  542-62221
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Looking at these two 
intrastate rivals, it’s almost 
funny. It’s been one extreme 
over the other. The GrizzUes 
have proven to be virtually per­
fect in their game, fighting their 
way into the national champi­
onship spotlight two years in a 
row.
On the other hand, the last 
two years have been humbling 
for the Bobcats. In fact, in the 
eyes o f many M SU students and 
fans, this Bobcat team has been 
rather inspiring. Some o f the 
team’s top seniors have made 
their way through the 0-11 sea­
son o f 1999, to come out into the 
last two seasons with a place in. 
the record books and a signifi­
cant power behind leading the 
’Cats into a chance for the Big 
Sky Title. It would be hard to 
beUeve i f  any footbaU fan out . 
there wasn’t impressed by the 
way the ’Cats came out o f an 18- 
game losing streak last season 
to lead the conference at meet­
ing time with the Grizzlies- . 
Though the Bobcats lost 38-5!7, , 
no ’Cat/Griz fan. ou t there can 
deny that it was a hard-fought 
battle, where in past years the 
GrizzUes have wreaked havoc on 
the ’Cats.
This season, it was beginning 
to look as i f  the Bobcats had dug 
themselves into a hole, where it 
would be impossible to climb out 
come title-claiming time.
However, the Bobcats have 
puUed themselves together not 
only for another chance at the 
title but also for breaking a 
record that in all honesty needs 
to be snapped sooner or later — 
defeating the GrizzUes.
Montana fans might think it’s 
impossible, probably even some 
Montana State fans think the 
same. But while the GrizzUes 
have been strategicaUy consis­
tent, the Bobcats have kept pre­
vailing.
The Bobcats have been 
impressive while turning heads. 
Freshman quarterback Travis 
Lulay has aided the team con­
siderably with come-from-behind 
victories, such was the case in 
last weekend’s 28-26 win over 
Portland State, a game where 
M SU overcame a 17-point deficit 
and had to win for a chance at 
the title.
While many have said MSU 
looks to be a key-player team, 
that’s pot so. Montana State 
defeated PSU last weekend 
without running back Ryan 
Johnson, without wide receivers 
Junior Adams and Aaron Hill, 
without 72 percent o f its offence, 
all o f  whom will return for the 
showdown with the GrizzUes 
this weekend.
The Bobcats have been 
plagued with recent adversities o f 
all kinds, from injuries to family 
losses, but players have been 
courageous enough to sustain for­
ward motion o f remarkable mag­
nitude to help a team that used to 
be the laughing stock prevail.
Last season, the ’Cats were 
in close pursuit o f the Griz. This 
season, they are dipping the 
GrizzUes heels.
The air is chilly indeed. 
Change is squirming. History is 
waiting, and this weekend will 
pose footbaU rivalry at its best.
By
the
Numbers
7
Age of Montana 
quarterback John 
Edwards when the 
’Cats last beat 
the Griz.
4 of 6
Number of GameDay 
coverboys who 
were subsequently 
injured after their 
appearance. We’re 
so sorry. Staninger 
and Neill were quick 
to point out the 
GameDay kiss of 
death, but said 
“Good thing we 
don’t play.” Brett 
and Brandon, 
please be careful.
O
The number of times 
the Bobcats have 
won in Washington- 
Grizzly Stadium. 
That’s right, ZERO.
29
The number of hours 
the most diehard of 
fans camped out for 
’Cat/Griz tickets.
56
Number of 
consecutive weeks 
Montana has been in 
the top 10 in the 
national l-AA poll.
17
The magic 
number. This 
weekend, Montana 
will make it 17 
consecutive 
’Cat/Griz 
victories.
B lackfoo t C om m unications  
B reak Espresso 
C o m p u te r ER  
Im ages U n lim ite d  
Inn  on  B roadw ay  
Krisco L iquor 
Nap's
O ld  Post Pub  
Pinnacle A u to  Glass 
Trailhead  
W ests id e  Lanes
W e couldn't have done It without you. 
Thanks for your support this season I 
r  The Kalmin GameDay Staff
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Rivalry fuels family feuds
Kaimin  r e p o r t e r ’s Th anksg iving  break  hang s  on t h e  balance  o f  t h e  ’Cat/G riz  o u tc o m e
Kristen In body  
GameDay Kaimin
M y Thanksgiving vacation 
rides on the outcom e o f  the 
102nd ’Cat-Griz gam e.
I f  — w hen — the Griz 
em erge trium phant for the 
17th year in a row, I w ill 
return to m y hom e outside 
Choteau, M ont., w ith m y head 
held high.
Should the unthinkable 
happen, four years o f  “when 
hell freezes over” com m ents 
w ill com e back to haunt me.
It’s not easy to com e from  a 
broken hom e: part Griz, m ost­
ly  ’Cat. I w as raised to be a 
B obcat by  B ozem an-loyal 
grandparents and parents.
M y teachers m ade ’Cat 
virtues a part o f  their lesson 
plans. I wore m y M ontana 
State sw eatshirt w ith pride 
and knew  only dirty hippies 
w ent to “that other school.”
M y m other, a M ontana State 
alum na, took m y brother,
Scott, and I to a B obcat gam e 
in a b linding blizzard. I 
cursed college football for the 
next decade. But m y hatred 
was cured the first tim e I saw  
a gam e in  W ashington-G rizzly 
Stadium .
G ood C hoteau farm  boys 
and girls go to M SU. O f m y 
graduating class o f  44, only a 
brave tw o o f  us headed w est 
to the U niversity o f  M ontana. 
Scott was so asham ed. M y 
parents understood M ontana 
was the only school offering 
journalism  as a major, but 
they still m odified the school’s 
nam e w ith “stupid,” as in,
“m y daughter attends stupid 
U M .”
W ith Scott in his first year 
at M ontana State and the B ig 
Sky title on the line, the 
stakes are even higher this 
year.
Should the unthinkable happen, 
four years of "when hell freezes over" 
comments will come back to haunt me.
The taunting began 
halfw ay through the Eastern 
W ashington gam e and contin­
ued through the weekend. I 
even got a call from  m y mom  
w hile I cam ped out for 
’C at/Griz tickets. She wanted 
to m ake sure I knew  the 
Bobcats w on and the Griz had 
not, in case the five e-m ails 
from  Scott w eren ’t enough.
They w ere ju s t  w arm ing up 
for the theoretical possibility 
the ’C ats could pull o ff  a m ir­
acle.
M y fam ily isn ’t  the only 
one revving its engines o f  
harassm ent.
Eric A llen V isocan, a UM  
freshm an in  health  and 
hum an perform ance, is greet­
ed on school breaks by his 
father decked out in M SU  
clothing.
“B ozem an is a b ig  fam ily 
tradition ,” he said. “M y broth­
er, m om  and dad all w ent to 
B ozem an.”
His m other’s dream s were 
dashed when he resisted the 
Dark Side and chose UM.
“We thought — ever since 
he was a little kid — that he’d 
go to B ozem an,” Debbie 
V isocan said.
She said when her husband 
found out his son was heading 
to UM , he said, “I ’m not going 
to that place. I f  he w ants to 
see me, he’ll have to m eet me 
at C learw ater Junction .”
H e ended up having to 
com e to M issoula to fix  E ric’s 
car. M ost hum iliating o f  all, 
the only place he could find to 
park was in alum ni parking.
It did not cure his aversion to
the Garden City.
E ric V isocan ’s dad even 
threatened to skip graduation 
because it would m ean anoth­
er trip to M issoula.
“I said, ‘This has gone on 
long enough. You’re going to 
hurt Eric’s feelings,’"D ebbie 
V isocan said.
His T hanksgiving could  be 
rough as w ell, should bad 
things happen this w eekend.
“It w ould be pretty hard for 
m e to go hom e,” E ric V isocan 
said.
“F or instance, after the 
Griz loss this week, m y broth­
er called  up and le ft a 
‘G rizzlies suck! G rizzlies suck! 
G rizzlies suck! G rizzlies suck!’ 
m essage and then hung up,” 
he said.
The harassm ent isn ’t  one­
sided, D ebbie V isocan said.
“M y sister and aunt played 
the ‘Bobcats Still Suck P olka’ 
at every holiday w e had,” she 
said. “M y husband finally got 
m ad.”
E ric V isocan still has resid­
ual B obcat loyalties, but “I ’ve 
got the hat. I do support them  
(the G riz) because I go to 
school here.”
H is confidence in the Griz 
is underw helm ing.
“W ith injuries it’s going to 
be a pretty  even m atch ,” 
V isocan said. “It’s anybody’s 
gam e.”
Visocan cam ped out at the 
A dam s C enter Sunday night 
for gam e tickets for his par­
ents.
“I’m cheering for the 
B obcats,” D ebbie V isocan 
said. “It’s been a long tim e
N o  m a tter w here you a re  in 
M issoula, you a re  only 5  
m inutes fro m  an O le 's . . . 
and
th e  B ob cats a re  only 6 0  
m inutes aw ay fro m  an © # !%  
kicking.
Ole’s
^ E R D E P ^
Tailgate Specials PBR24pk$9.99 Doc Otis 6pk $1.99 Bud 20pk $12.99 Kokanee 12pk cans $6.99 Red Bull 2 for $3 Rockstar2for$3
since the Bobcats w on .”
K enna H egel, a freshm an 
in pre-nursing, is a B ozem an 
native. H er sister is a senior 
at M SU  and her parents love 
the Bobcats.
“I know  w ho’s better. That’s 
w hy I go here,” she said.
H er sister, like m ost M SU  
students, does not have a lot 
o f  blue-and-gold  spirit. 
N othing like a few pitifu l foot­
ball seasons to put a dam per 
on school spirit.
“She’s not really into being 
a Bobcat, not like I’m  a G riz,” 
H egel said. H er sister does 
tease her, though.
“It’s fun ,” H egel said. “I 
don’t  m ind it because it’s all 
in  fim .”
H egel is still going hom e 
for T hanksgiving even i f  hell 
freezes over, but “I m ight 
have to bite m y tongue a little 
m ore.”
C hris Lilly, a freshm an in 
pre-journalism , is also from  
B ozem an and has a  sister 
w ho’s a senior at M SU.
He cam ped for tickets 
Sunday night to get her a 
guest pass.
“It’s a great rivalry: the 
gray and the blue, kind o f  like 
the C ivil W ar — except not as 
v iolent and w e w ash,” L illy  
said.
Lilly  w on ’t  have to worry 
about haranguing from  those 
back hom e. H e hasn ’t “com e 
out” as a Griz yet.
“I’ll ju m p  on w hatever 
bandw agon w ins,” L illy  said. 
“I’ll be loyal once they m ake 
the playoffs. I’m taking a step 
back and looking from  the 
objectionable standpoint.”
Objectionable indeed.
A dam  Hoge, a weakside 
linebacker for the Griz, also 
cam e from  Bozem an, but he 
know s there’s no halfw ay 
when it com es to the biggest 
gam e o f  the regular season.
“He (L illy) needs to pick 
one side or  the other when it 
com es to ’C at-G riz,” Hoge 
said.
W hile he w as grow ing up 
in Bozem an, the com m unity 
expected that i f  he played col­
lege football he would play for 
M SU, H oge said.
H is dad took him  to every
B obcat football gam e. He was 
a b ig  fan and a form er heckler 
o f  the Griz.
“I can ’t  say I was totally 
innocent o f  that either,” Hoge 
said. “I w as young and dum b.”
H is fam ily has com e to 
realize the wrongness o f  sup­
porting the Bobcats.
“M y siblings are now 
diehard Grizzly fans,” Hoge 
said. “M y brother was a 
B obcat fan, but nothing too 
severe he couldn ’t  change for 
his little brother. M y dad has 
m ade the biggest change. He 
now  wears the Griz. H e’s a 
proud Griz fan .”
I f  H oge had stuck w ith the 
blue and gold, he w ould never 
have gotten to experience 
w inning a national cham pi­
onship.
“I don’t  know  i f  they know 
how  to get it  done over there,” 
he said.
L ife on  the M SU  line also 
w ould have been different 
because o f  the difference in 
crow d support.
“N ot p laying in  front o f  
20,000 fans and the w ay the 
com m unity rallies behind the 
team  w ould be som ething I 
w ould  have m issed,” Hoge 
said.
Hoge is taking this gam e 
personally.
“There ’s m ore pressure to 
keep the streak,” Hoge said. 
“W e don ’t w ant to be the team 
that breaks it. Should the 
Griz lose, I don’t  know  i f  I ’ll 
go hom e for  break. You’re 
right. It is the unthinkable.”
W ith two years o f  eligibility 
left, H oge plans to continue 
the streak through his career.
“I’ll do everything in m y 
pow er to keep the streak 
alive,” he said.
But, when will enough be 
enough?
“W hen it com es to ’Cat- 
Griz, it never gets to that 
point,” H oge said. “I f  w e beat 
them  a 100 tim es in a row, 
w e’d do it and beat them  by 
50.”
H is friends do give him  a 
hard time.
“T hat’s their w ay o f  dealing 
w ith 16 losses in a row. We 
win the gam s and they talk, 
but there’s nothing they can 
say,” H oge said.
“I’ll be a Griz fan for life, 
and m y parents will be, too,” 
Hoge said. “There’s no w ay 
you  could ever sw itch back.”
( above t -shi r t  avai l able)  
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Idle hands
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2
Brandon adds that 
Staninger “does all the 
work, but he doesn’t get to 
share in the great part of 
the game. But that’s 
where the bond is the 
reward more than any 
other part o f the game.”
Brett refers to the 
quarterbacks as a unit.
Brandon says he’s seen 
Brett “in every state of 
guy he is.” The bond is 
what helps pass the time, 
the bond is what keeps 
them on the field, on the 
sidelines or not.
“I don’t know how 
many times it’s been 
Brandon’s turn, when the 
coaches have said that 
John and Brandon are 
going to split the time and 
John’s gone in and played 
well and Brandon has 
said, T want to keep John 
in the game.’ Because if 
that was me, and I was 
playing well, Fd want to 
stay in the game,”’ Brett 
says. “He’s done that for 
me when he could have 
gone in and taken the last 
few series o f the game, but he 
didn’t. He said, ‘I want Brett to 
go in. It’s fair for him to go in.”’
Even though they would give 
most anything, even for just one 
snap, that anything doesn’t 
include a win.
“It’s intense competition, 
everybody wants to play but at 
the same time, in a sense, we’re 
all trying to do the same thing. 
We all want the same goal to get 
accomplished: to win,” Brett says.
Brandon has seen the inside 
of Washington-Grizzly Stadium 
from a quarterback’s view. He’s 
heard Griz fans shouting his 
name. He’s been the hero, so this 
is a sacrifice of great magnitude. 
Last year Edwards went out 
injured and Brandon got two 
starting wins; one against St. 
Mary’s, when he threw for five 
touchdowns and once against 
Weber State, where he rushed for 
102 yards. He’s tasted glory, but 
even he wouldn’t take Johnny 
Montana out i f  it meant 
Montana went home winless.
“I put myself in his shoes and 
if I’m in the game and I’m red 
hot, I don’t want to come out 
because as a team we’re doing 
well,” Brandon says. “Selfishly 
yeah, Fd like to be in there mak­
ing plays. But also, selfishly as a 
teammate, I want to do well as a 
team and right now, the team is 
doing better. Don’t fix it if 't ’s not 
broken, and it’s not broken.”
Still neither will lie: Being a 
backup is no easy task. John 
Edwards knows that. Joe Glenn 
knows that and no one on the 
team forgets that, especially 
when they understand what it’s 
like.
“It’s probably the hardest job 
there is in football,” Glenn says, 
who also bided his time as a 
backup in college. “They’re as 
good of players that we have on
Second-string quarterback Brandon Neill practices taking snaps before the Griz took the field to beat slippery Sacramento State 31-24 on 
Nov. 9.
the team, but only one 
quarterback gets to 
play. So their whole 
job is to get ready for 
every game just as if 
they are the starter.
It’s a really, really 
tough job.”
John Edwards 
remembers being a 
sophomore, playing 
behind Drew Miller.
He remembers their 
friendship and at 
times, their conflict.
“That was hard on 
Drew and my friend­
ship and just on our­
selves,” Edwards says.
“The same thing hap­
pened last year when 
Brandon came in, but 
Brandon and I right 
away had an under­
standing. I knew him 
in high school and 
respected Brandon in 
high school.”
Brett, Brandon and 
John’s lockers are linec 
up next to each other 
and even when Brandon was 
playing last season, there has 
been nothing but friendship in 
the lockeroom and out. “Stanie 
(Brett) comes in and it’s just - 
three guys who are the same 
kind of guys. We enjoy each 
other, we have a ball together 
and it’s awesome. It’s one of the 
best friendships I’ll ever have,” 
John says.
Switching sidelines
For some reason, which side­
line you’re standing on makes all 
the difference.
Both Brandon and Brett are 
transfer students. Both trans­
ferred in hopes of seeing field 
time. Neither found what they 
were looking for, but they did 
find something else.
Third-string quarterback Brett Staninger rockets a ball to a 
Grizzly teammate during warmups before the Griz's last home 
game against Sacramento State.
Brandon transferred from the 
University of Wyoming, where he 
went after his high school career 
at CM Russell High School in 
Great Falls. In Wyoming, 
Brandon had two starts and 
played in eight games before 
coming back to Montana.
Brett started his career at the 
University of Nevada, where he 
walked on as a freshman. The 
coach told him he would only be 
playing behind two other quar­
terbacks. When he got to Reno, 
from Missoula — his hometown 
— he found the coaches promises 
were empty.
“College coaches can be worse 
than used car salesmen,” he says 
with a laugh.
Still, he stayed on for three 
years in Reno, where he started
a handful o f times, and 
as a sophomore com­
pleted 49 of 114 passes 
for a 615 yards and 
three touchdowns.
But then he was 
dropped in the depth 
chart, back to No. 3.
So, he left the team.
He spent the summer 
off the field, but then 
one day he got a phone 
call. Then, Kim Africa, 
his girlfriend of more 
than a year, got a call, 
too.
“One day, I was at 
work and I got a phone 
call: ‘I just talked to 
coach Glenn, urn, he 
offered me to come to 
Montana, will you 
come?’ I said, Whoa, 
hold on a second.’ Then 
I think I cried. It just 
blew my mind,” Kim 
says, remembering 
that day in July.
That was a 
Thursday. Brett was 
packed and ready to go 
on Saturday.
In reality, Brett has always 
been a Grizzly. He grew up in 
Griz land and even dined with 
Grizzlies as a kid. His dad, Ken 
Staninger, is an NFL agent for 
Grizzly greats like Dave 
Dickenson, Scott Gragg and Scott 
Curry.
“When I was a little kid, I’ll 
never forget sitting in calculus 
class,” Brett says. “Fm 17 and 
Scott Gragg, who was a math 
major, was helping me with my 
homework. It was really inspira­
tional to see these kids, these 
icons in your town in your own 
house.”
Gragg, former Grizzly line­
man, is now a starting tackle for 
the San Francisco 49ers.
Both Brett and his dad
remember clearly how 
devoted Brett was at a 
young age. Ken set up a 
little basketball hoop in 
the basement of their 
home.
“I was the most full- 
blooded Grizzly kid 
around,” Brett says. “I 
had all the gear. I had a 
little hoop downstairs 
and Fd play basketball 
against the Bobcats, 
always.”
Brett didn’t have 
imaginary friends, he 
had imaginary enemies 
and they were always 
Bobcats.
Ken remembers Brett 
singing the national 
anthem and the Grizzly 
Fight Song before every 
game, and always blow­
ing out the other “team” 
by a huge margin, com­
mentating on every play.
So, when it came time 
to move after Nevada, 
Montana was the place to 
go-
“The reason that makes 
me come hack is that you 
put in so much time at football 
that you want to get something 
out o f it and I just saw that no 
longer was I going to get the 
chances that I needed to get at 
that institution,” Brett says. “At 
the drop of hat, I left a lot of 
friends that I still try to keep in 
contact with, but it was just 
something I needed at that time, 
so I came home. I guess I 
could’ve gone to other places, but 
the Grizzly blood came back.” 
Kim, who came with Brett to 
Montana in August 2001, says 
that even though at Montana 
he’s still No. 3, Brett has changed 
since their move.
“I’ve heard him say so many 
times how much closer these 
guys are and how he feels like 
he’s been here forever,” she says. 
“We used to go to football games 
in Nevada and you couldn’t even 
fill in half the stadium. I know 
his first game here, when he 
walked out and saw the atmos­
phere and heard the people, he 
just wanted to cry. This is what 
football is about.”
There is just something, both 
Brett and Brandon say, about 
Grizzly football that makes the 
sacrifices worth it.
“The thing that’s different 
here is that there’s an aura about 
the whole thing,” Brandon says. 
“When we walk on the field, we 
know we’re going to win.”
Last season, Brett was a part 
o f more winning games than he 
was in three years at Reno.
Even with a winning record, 
however, the job can still be 
rough, which is why sometimes 
both Brett and Brandon look to 
gain perspective on their situa­
tions.
“I think the beauty o f both of 
our transfers ... and I see thlsf® 
both of our lives, is that there
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comes a time when football is damn 
important to your life, but (you realize) 
that there’s so much to life that’s more 
than football,” Brett says. “There’s the 
relationships you build, there’s the team 
and it’s really not worth it to go in with 
that cutthroat attitude o f ‘I’m going to be 
the guy. I’m gonna be the one wb^’s going 
to start. If I can’t be the guy, then screw 
everybody.’ You can’t be that way. You can’t 
function that way, if you want to be happy 
in this position. There’s only one quarter­
back. At one point in time, there’s five 
receivers on the field. But there’s only one 
quarterback.
“There’s only 1161-A quarterbacks and 
there’s only 16 quarterbacks at the top of 
the I-AA level so that’s only 122 people out 
o f270 million people in the United States 
who get start. So, you have to take into 
consideration.”
Why?
But even with the 20,000 screaming 
fans and the community support, one still 
has to ask, with all the work, with the few 
snaps taken and the hundreds o f thou­
sands watched, “Why?”
“Sometimes it seems like the amount of 
work that we put in, when you. look at it 
statistically, you have to ask, ‘Why is that
worth it?”’ Brandon says. “It’s those times 
when you have that one moment when 
things go right you can look back on it say 
... ‘Hey, that was an experience that not a 
lot o f people ever get to say they had.’ 
There’s 20,000 people in that stadium 
every weekend... I don’t think there’s any­
one in there that doesn’t wish they could 
be down there at some point and say, ‘I got 
to do what’s going on that field instead of 
watching it from the stands.’You cherish 
it, definitely. It’s a gift o f life, that’s for 
sure.”
For Brett, it was his girlfriend who 
asked that same question, when after quit­
ting in Nevada; he decided to come play for 
the Grizzlies.
“When I told her, she asked me why. 
Why? Because for that second you’re on 
the field and you’re in the balance o f the 
game and it’s the greatest game out there. 
It’s not like anything else. You can’t 
describe it. When you’re under center and 
you’re calling plays and you’re reading the 
coverage and everything is happening so 
fast and it’s happening 10 times faster 
than you practiced it, it’s the best thing in 
the world and it’s the reason you play and 
it’s the reason that we’ll watch 1,000 clips 
o f tape, to get those four snaps — because 
it’s worth it.”
Sacramento 
State's Camron 
Mbeiva pauses 
alongside 
Staninger, left, 
and N eill 
before the 
University o f  
Montana's 
game against 
the Hornets on 
Nov. 9.
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Bowl for Kids Sake Campaign 2002 
is about giving kids a happier 
childhood and a brighter future.
There’s still time to put your 
team together.
College Bowl this weekend- 
Sunday, Nov. 24th at 2:30 at 
Liberty Lanes
Bowling times still open for 
December 7th and 8th. Put one 
team together of 5 bowlers that 
your business, University 
group or friends supports.
Collect pledges and be eligible 
for the Thank You 
Parties include free bowling, 
pizza, refreshments and prizes. 
It’s fun, it’s easy and for a good 
cause... KIDS!
Call Big Brothers Big Sisters 
to Register at 721-2380
Davidia& 'find.
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